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WELCOME BACK

 Dear Starpoint Middle School Community, 

 

It is an honor to introduce myself as the new principal of Starpoint Middle School.  I hope that this letter finds you 

enjoying the last weeks of summer and looking forward to the start of another exciting and engaging year! 

 

I arrive at Starpoint with a variety of experiences in education, both as a teacher and as an administrator and am eager to 

serve and support the students and families within our district.  As a teacher, I have taught at the high school and middle 

school levels both in Brooklyn and Buffalo.  As an administrator, I most recently served at Williamsville East High School 

as an assistant principal.  These experiences have provided me with a strong foundation and I am excited to continue my 

work as we build on the proud traditions of teaching and learning here at Starpoint Middle. 

 

As we rapidly approach the 2019-2020 academic year I wish to emphasize the importance of collaboration as we work to 

provide all of our students with the safe, positive, and rigorous learning environment they deserve.  Our ability to 

communicate openly and build trust will be instrumental in our efforts to foster learning communities that support 

intellectual, social, and emotional growth. These are incredibly formative years in the lives of our students and it is our 

duty to model and reinforce the core values and expectations of respect, responsibility, integrity, cooperation, and 

empathy, as we prepare them to become responsible citizens within our community. 

 

The following recommendations will assist us in helping your child succeed at Starpoint Middle:   (1)  review the Code of 

Conduct and student agenda (2) Use the student agenda as a tool to check for homework (3) routinely contact your child’s 

teachers and/or counselors to remain informed on academic performance and behavior (4) establish an eSchool account to 

monitor grades and assignments (5) visit the school’s website at: www.starpointcsd.org  and (6) encourage your child to 

explore and participate in extracurricular activities. 

 

Please know that my door is always open and that I heartily welcome your feedback and involvement as we continue to 

provide our students with an empowering educational experience. 

 

Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

 

Respectfully, 

Corey Gray 

Principal 

 

                                        

 

HERE'S WHAT'S NEW:
Welcome to the new year! - 1 
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School news- 3-6 

 



IMPORTANT   DATES AND 
PHONE NUMBERS  

Principal’s Office   
Mr. Corey Gray, Principal 2203 

Dr. Karen Poland, Assistant Principal 2203 
Ms. Jeanette Barr, Secretary 2203 

Ms. Jackie Saunderson, Secretary 2204 
 

Student Services Office 
Mrs. Joelle Cappellino, Secretary 2222 

Ms. Mary Beth Passanese, School Counselor 2222 
Mrs. Kelly Preisch, School Counselor 2222 
Mrs. Andrea Bové , School Counselor 2222 

 
Attendance Office 

Mrs. Rose Gorman, Attendance Aide 2205 
 

Health Office 
Mrs. Fran Anderson, Nurse 2230 

Please dial 625-7272 and the appropriate extension to reach the desired office. 

 August 29, 2019: 6th Grade Orientation 7:50 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
                               Mandatory 6th Grade Parent Meeting 10:30 a.m.  - 11:45 a.m. 
                               Parents meet children for lunch walk through 11:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
September 3, 2019: First day of school for students 7:40 a.m. - 2:21 p.m. 
 
September 10, 2019: Middle School Open House 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
 
September 13, 2019: Picture Day (During the school day) 
 
October 11, 2019: Superintendent's Conference Day No School 
 
November 22, 2019: Parent-Teacher Conferences No School 
 
January 24, 2020: 1/2 Day Grades K-8 
 
March 13, 2020: Superintendent’s Conf. Day No School 
 
 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TRANSPORTATION

Please take note of bus zones! Students typically are dismissed from school at 
2:21 p.m. and ride the buses home. However, some students remain in school an 
extra period, from 2:24 p.m. to 3:10 p.m., to receive additional help from teachers, 
participate in extracurricular activities or for discipline reasons. These students 
will be dismissed at 3:10 p.m. and will ride home on a ZONE BUS. All students may 
ask their homeroom teacher for the zone bus they will ride home. *Please be 
advised that Zone Buses will take more time than usual to return students to 
their homes. 
 
If you have any transportation questions please contact the transportation 
department at 210-2341 from 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

CAFETERIA

This is a reminder for all parents and guardians of the fact that physical 
education grades are included in your child’s overall average. Your 
encouragement of your child to increase his/her preparedness and 
participation, which will raise his/her grade in the course. This will also impact 
their overall average.  Additionally, please reinforce with your child the 
importance of making sure all valuables are locked or left at home. 
 
JEWELRY POLICY:   The Starpoint Physical Education Department will follow 
the guidelines of the NEW YORK STATE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION with regard to the wearing of jewelry during physical education 
classes:  NO JEWELRY WILL BE WORN AT ANY TIME.  As always, your child’s 
teacher is ready to answer your questions or concerns. 

The cost of a student lunch for the 2019-2020 school year is yet to be determined. 
Please remember to send lunch money in for your child.  If your child forgets their 
lunch money, they may charge their lunch but should bring the money in that they 
borrowed the next day. Any outstanding balances from the end of the 2018- 
2019 school year will be carried over to the next school year.  Please remember to 
send their balance in as soon as possible. 
 
We urge you to take advantage of our prepayment plan.  Money can be placed on your 
child’s account and may be used at any time.  You can either send payment in with 
your child or you can use our new online payment system called MySchoolBucks.com 
There is a link on the homepage of the district’s website. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION



IMPORTANT   INFORMATION

STUDENT SERVICES
The staff in Starpoint Middle School Student Services would like to welcome our 
students to the 2019-2020 school year, especially our new grade six class coming to us 
from Regan Intermediate School.  We have registered many new students during the 
summer, and we would like to extend a special welcome to them and their families. 
 
The Student Services office is located in lower D-Wing.  There you will find the offices of 
Ms. Passanese, School Counselor for all 6th grade students and Mrs. Preisch, School 
Counselor for all incoming 7th grade students, and Mrs. Bové, School Counselor for 8th 
grade students. 
 
Appointments:  When a student feels he/she needs to speak with their counselor they 
may stop in the Student Services office to fill out a request form to see their counselor. 
The forms are also available from homeroom teachers.  Use of the request forms will be 
confidential. 
 
Schedules:  Any schedule discrepancies will be addressed by the counselor.  The student 
should bring their schedule to the Student Services Office where the change, if 
warranted, will be made by their counselor. 
 
FYI For Parents:  Your child will receive homework on a daily basis.  Since homework is a 
key component to success in middle school, we urge you to check your child’s 
assignments, as well as tests, quizzes, and projects on a daily basis.  This can be 
accomplished by creating a Parent Portal account.  You can find the link on the Starpoint 
School District Web Page.  

All students are expected to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to 
dress appropriately for school and school functions. Students and their parents or 
guardians have the primary responsibility for acceptable student dress and 
appearance. 
 
Administrators, teachers and all other middle school personnel will work to 
exemplify and respectfully reinforce acceptable student dress and support 
students as they develop their understanding of appropriate appearance in the 
school setting. 
 
A student's dress, grooming and appearance shall: 
 
1. Be safe, appropriate and not disrupt or interfere with the educational process. 
2. Ensure that undergarments are completely covered with outer clothing. 
3. Include safe footwear at all times.    
4. Not include the wearing of hats, headscarves, and bandanas in the classroom 
except for a medical or religious purpose. 
5. Not include items that are vulgar, obscene, libelous, or denigrate others on 
account of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, weight, sexual 
orientation or disability. 
6. Not promote and/or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs 
and/or encourage other illegal or violent activities. 
7. Not conceal their head or face. 
 
 
 

DRESS CODE



IMPORTANT   INFORMATION

HEALTH OFFICE
IMMUNIZATIONS 
All students must have documented proof of required New York State 
immunizations prior to entering school.  Failure to do so may result in the 
exclusion of your child from school.  All 6th graders must have documented 
proof of a Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis (Tdap) booster.  If this has not 
been completed, an appointment date must be given to the Middle School 
Nurse.  A second Varicella (Chicken Pox) vaccine is now also required for 6th 
grade.  All 7th graders must have documented proof of receiving 
a meningitis vaccine.  Contact your child’s doctor or the Health Dept. for 
details. 
  
MANDATED PHYSICALS 
A fully documented physical is required of 7th graders, new entrants, and some 
CSE students.  This can be done by your child’s own health care provider up to 
12 months prior to the first day of school that year or by our school health care 
provider. A copy of the physical must be received in the Health Office no later 
than October 1st of that school year.  If we do not receive this, your child will 
be scheduled for a school physical as directed by NYS Education law. 
 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL & SPORTS 
All medication, both prescription and over the counter, must be secured in the 
Health Office and can only be dispensed by the nurse if there is written 
permission by the student's parent/guardian AND physician.  The medication 
must be brought in its original container by the parent/guardian. Only Epi- 
pens and Inhalers may be carried by the student with written physician’s and 
parent’s permission on file in the Health Office. No student needing an inhaler 
or epi-pen may participate in their sport unless the proper permission forms 
are on file in the Health Office. Once this is complete, inhalers and epi-pens 
must be with them at all times.     
 
SCOLIOSIS SCREENING 
Scoliosis screening is mandated by NYS Health Law for all girls in grade seven. 
If a recent report by your child’s physician is not submitted, your child will be 
scheduled for a screening in school. Notification of any abnormality will be 
sent by mail. 
 
School Absences 
Please call the Starpoint Attendance Office at 210-2205 to report an absence. 
New York State requires that the school receives written documentation for all 
absences.  The written excuse should include the student’s name, 
homeroom, the reason for absence, date of absence and parent’s signature. The 
student may turn in the excuse to either the Attendance Office or their 
homeroom teacher. 
 
 

A Note Regarding Allergies 
 

We are committed to providing 
a safe and welcoming 

environment for all of the 
children in our school. 

 
There are many children 

throughout the district with 
food allergies.  Please discuss 

this with your child and 
strongly discourage them from 

sharing food or snacks with 
other children.  Hand washing 
should be encouraged before 
and AFTER eating in order to 

limit transmission of an 
allergen to other students. 

 
While some allergic reactions 
can be mild, many students 
with severe food allergies 

experience serious, potentially 
life-threatening symptoms to 

eating (and in some cases 
touching and smelling) the food 

that can trigger an allergic 
reaction. 

 
Cooperation with this matter 

between students, staff, 
faculty, parents and guardians 

will only make our school a 
healthier and safer place to be.



VISITOR   INFORMATION

Visitors are always welcome at Starpoint.  We request that you observe the 
following guidelines:  1) all visitors should enter “B” or “C” driveway and park in 
the visitor section near the flagpole 2) proceed to entrance 3 and upon 
entering the Middle School building, report to the attendance office during 
school hours.  All visitors will be required to provide proper identification, that 
is, a driver’s license or other state-issued ID, before being admitted.   
 
Upon approval, a visitor badge will be produced, which the visitor will be 
required to wear and return to the office before leaving. Please do not proceed 
to the classrooms during the instructional hours of 7:40 a.m. to 3:10 p.m. If you 
need to contact your child during the school day, the secretary in the Middle 
School Office will be happy to assist you. If you need to contact your child’s 
teacher, you may leave a message with the secretary or on the teacher’s 
voicemail. Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated.  All staff members 
have been instructed to approach and greet visitors in the school and offer 
assistance.  These guidelines will help to ensure a safe environment and fewer 
disruptions to instructional time during the day from 7:40 a.m. to 3:10 p.m.  We 
appreciate your cooperation. 
 
Picking Up Students (Entrance 3) 
If a student has an early dismissal from school, please have the student provide 
a note to the Attendance Office prior to homeroom. Anytime during the school 
day, from 7:40 a.m. to 2:21 p.m. Parents should meet students in the attendance 
office and sign them out before leaving. If someone other than a parent or 
guardian will be picking up a student, please send a note in with your child 
along with a number where you can be reached. Please do not park in the bus 
circle at any time or drive through the bus lane when the buses are loading or 
unloading. 
 
Students Arriving Early/Late 
Students should not arrive before 7:30 a.m.  If a student will not be in 
homeroom by 7:40 a.m., they must report to the Attendance Office. A written 
excuse will be requested for students who arrive late to school. 
 
Change in Student Plans 
Whenever there is a change in plans for a student’s departure prior to school 
dismissal, please send a note.  The note should include the child’s name and 
specific instructions about the change.  Also, include a phone number where 
you may be reached if there are questions.  Without a note, children will be 
sent home as usual.  If you have to call for a last-minute change, please call 
the school before 2:00 p.m.  Secretaries need time to locate teachers and 
students to inform them about the change in plans.  Students will not be sent 
out to meet parents.  Please come inside to sign out your child. 
 
  
 
 
 


